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Ottawa 2020 – One Million and Beyond



Ottawa: Bigger…and better
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Provincial industry facts

1 in 14
workers employed

in construction

More than 521,000
men and women have jobs

in a variety of construction 

trades and professions

7.4% of provincial 

GDP contributed by 

the construction 

industry

More than 132,500
construction firms currently 

in operation

59% of construction 

employers employ less than 

5 people
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Ottawa Highlights
Ottawa construction industry, 2019

Total direct trades and occupations

Ottawa Region – 2020-2029 Construction and Maintenance Looking Forward

Construction employment

31,557New housing
7,497 (24%)

Non-residential 

maintenance
3,078 (10%)

Residential 

maintenance
1,472 (5%)

Renovations
5,241 (17%)

ICI* buildings
6,132 (19%)

Engineering
8,137 (26%)

* industrial, commercial, institutional 



2020 Ottawa
Construction Market

$5 Billion PLUS

Residential

ICI

Heavy
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Eastern Ontario Population age distribution
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Population growth relative to 
home completions
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Residential vs ICI Permits
$ Millions of Dollars

‘Residential is the story ‘



$3.6 Billion Project Value

Major Projects – Stage 2 Light Rail - $3.6 B



West Block 

2007 - 2019

Centre Block 
2019 - 2029

East Block 

After Centre Block

Parliament Hill Precinct – Multiple Billions



Major Ottawa Projects 

P3 Multi $ Billion Modernization of 
District Energy System 

80 building heated/cooled by 5 plants & 4 
distribution networks of tunnels, piping.
Project will convert cooling from steam to 
electric and low-temp hot water for heating

West Memorial Building 2023
To accommodate Supreme Court

Supreme Court
$ 1 B Rehabilitation 2023-2028



Major Ottawa Projects 

Lester B. Pearson External Affairs
Rehabilitation $700 Million



Major Ottawa Projects 

Les Terrasses de la Chaudiere
$175 Million - 2023

Place du Portage III
$ Hundreds of Millions required to 

update HVAC and modernize offices
2025



Upcoming Major Federal Development 

599 Tremblay Road 
1.6 million sf office & mixed use development



Major Ottawa Projects 

Zibi Mixed Use Development
$1.5 Billion over 10 Years



Major Ottawa Projects 

Ottawa Super Hospital
$ 2 Billion Plus



Major Ottawa Projects  

Amazon Python Warehouse
$ 475 Million



Ottawa Shopping Malls Transition to Mixed Use 

Lincoln Fields Redevelopment Rio Can

Westgate Development  
Rio Can Phase I – Carling Avenue

Elmvale Acres Mall



Major Ottawa Projects 

New Ottawa Public 
Library 

$193 Million

Hard Rock Casino 
Development
$300 + Million



Condo & Rental Projects

Trinity Centre at Bayview The ICON 505 Preston



Condo & Rental Projects

Claridge Moon 
on Albert

Student 
Apartments at 770 

Brookfield

The Charlotte Condominium
560 Rideau



Condo & Rental Projects

Blair Station Development 
by RioCan & Killam Apt REIT

SKY Condo – 845 Carling 



Ottawa Valley & Region Projects 

Chalk River Canadian Nuclear Laboratories
$ 1 Billion Program over 10 years



Ottawa Valley & Region Projects 
Petawawa Military Base

CSOR
Special Operations Forces

$300 Million

Royal Canadian 
Dragoons New 

facility at 
Petawawa
$80 Million
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Employment (Total direct trades and occupations)

Non-residential Construction

Forecast
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15% employment 

increase

4% employment 

increase



Outlook is solid for the
construction trades.











Top 5 Reasons to pursue a 
construction trade

1. Job satisfaction of performing a skilled trade and 

being able to say “I built that”.

2. Training while being paid.

3. Compensation

4. Potential Upside – supervisory, ownership

5. Long term Security – Ongoing shortages seem the 

norm 
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