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OTTAWA CONSTRUCTION
ASSOCIATION

Captain Thomas Fuller IV—-D.S.C., **M.I.D., R.C.N.V.R.

Military Recognition

D.S.C. — Distinguished Service Cross

**M.1.D. — Mentioned In Dispatches — 3 times
R.C.N.V.R. — Royal Canadian Naval Volunteer Reserve

Born in Ottawa on December 13, 1908, Fuller grew up in the
riverside community of Britannia, where the sight of boats plying
the waters of the Ottawa River inspired his lifelong love of
sailing. Another profound influence on young Thomas was the
fact that both his father and grandfather and father had served
as Chief Architect for the Dominion of Canada. Involvement in
the construction of the Parliament Buildings would span four
generations of Fullers-from Thomas Fuller I, who de-signed and
oversaw the construction of the original Parliament Buildings, and Thomas Fuller Ill, who
supervised the building of the Peace Tower, to the sons of Thomas Fuller IV, who carried out a
major restora-tion of both the Peace Tower and Centre Block several years ago.

Moved by these seemingly genetic influences, Fuller began his career apprenticing under his father
as a draftsman in Public Works before joining the firm of Mahoney and Rich. He spent the
Depression years in Toronto building sewers, returning to Ottawa to start his own company -
Thomas Fuller Construction Company Limited in June 1939.

The fledgling venture was only a few months old when Canada declared war on Germany, and
Fuller decided to leave his home to join the fight overseas. Told by the Royal Canadian Air Force
that his only action would be in "works and bricks" because of his experience as a contractor, he
sold his interest in his burgeoning enterprise to his silent partner for $1 and returned to the
recruiting office with his separation slip. Turned down this time for being too old to fly, he
decided, instead, to follow his love for the water and volunteer for the Canadian Navy instead. He
rose quickly through the ranks, commanding flotillas of motor torpedo boats-first in the English
Channel and later in the Adriatic and Aegean seas. Nicknamed the "Pirate of the Adriatic," he
revolutionized small boat warfare with his tactics, capturing enemy ships and then using their
cargo to supply Tito's partisans in Yugoslavia. Captain Fuller returned home after the war with
three Distinguished Services Crosses from King George IV and the added distinction of having
served more time in offensive action than any other enlisted man in the Canadian Navy.

Fuller applied the same conquering spirit to his civilian life, buying back interest in his fledgling
construction company in 1946. Three years later he decided to get involved in the real estate
market, founding Metcalfe Realty Company Limited with a group of local businessmen. The
company's first major development - the Metcalfe Building was Ottawa's first modem high-rise
office building, a wondrous creation of glass and aluminum spandrel. Fuller eventually bought out



his partners and went on to develop and operate more than two million square feet of
commercial, industrial and rental properties in the region.

Always one to make his opinion known on industry-related issues, Fuller became vice-president of
the Ontario region of the Canadian Construction Association in 1961, president of the OCA in 1964,
and helped found the Building Owners and Managers Association (BOMA). Over the ensuing
decades, he added two more entities to the Fuller Group - the construction management company
Fullercon Limited, and the civil and heavy equipment contractor Thomas G. Fuller & Sons Ltd.

Although Fuller spent the last few years of his life sailing around the world with his wife, he never
fully retired from the business he loved remaining at the helm of the Fuller Group until his death in
1994 at age 85. During his life, the Fuller Group completed more than 600 major industrial,
commercial and institutional projects in eastern Canada - from dams, bridges and tunnels to
hospitals, laboratories, universities, museums, shopping centres, hotels and office buildings. Some
of the most notable include the Provincial Government Buildings in Prince Edward Island and
Ottawa's internationally renowned Heart Institute.

The Fuller Group of Companies became known as “Fuller U” and the group was responsible for
providing the learning experience for many of Ottawa’s most prominent contractors.

Captain Fuller’s contribution to the local construction industry and the OCA will always be
remembered by the membership.

Related — Wikipedia profile https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas G. Fuller



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_G._Fuller

-Uller IV
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by Leslie Ebbs

nonoured on OCA “Wall of Fame”

ne of the most influential and innovative in-
dividuals in the history of the local con-
struction industry was inducted into the
prestigious OCA Wall of Fame this August.
The late Thomas G. Fuller IV received the
honour for the outstanding contributions he
made to the industry during the more than
half a century he spent as founder and
Chairman of the Fuller Group of Compa-
nies—the largest locally-owned commer-
cial construction development organization
in the National Capital Region.

Remembered by his colleagues as an in-
dustry leader who always strove to finish
projects on time and under budget, Fuller
was an early and ardent supporter of new
labour-saving devices and a pioneer in pre-
cast concrete construction methods. His son,
Bill, the executive vice-president of Thomas
Fuller Construction (1958) Ltd., describes
his father as a hard working, hands on indi-
vidual, who enjoyed going out into the field
and seeing work progress. “Dad loved the
gamble of bidding and the challenge of
doing a project as quickly and efficiently as
possible,” he says. “He liked to step up to the
plate and take his turn at bat.”

Born in Ottawa on December 13, 1908,
Fuller grew up in the riverside community
of Britannia, where the sight of boats ply-
ing the waters of the Ottawa River inspired
his lifelong love of sailing. Another pro-
found influence on young Thomas was the
fact that both his father and grandfather
and father had served as Chief Architect
for the Dominion of Canada. Involvement
in the construction of the Parliament
Buildings would span four generations of
Fullers—from Thomas Fuller II, who de-
signed and oversaw the construction of the
original Parliament Buildings, and Thomas
Fuller III, who supervised the building of
the Peace Tower, to the sons of Thomas
Fuller IV, who carried out a major restora-
tion of both the Peace Tower and Centre
Block several years ago.

Moved by these seemingly genetic influ-
ences, Fuller began his career apprenticing
under his father as a draftsman in Public
Works before joining the firm of Mahoney
and Rich. He spent the Depression years in
Toronto building sewers, returning to Ot-
tawa to start his own company—Thomas
Fuller Construction Company Limited (now
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Thomas Fuller Construction Co. (1958)
Limited)}—in June 1939.

The fledgling venture was only a few
months old when Canada declared war on
Germany, and Fuller decided to leave his
home to join the fight overseas. Told by
the Royal Canadian Air Force that his only
action would be in “works and bricks” be-
cause of his experience as a contractor, he
sold his interest in his burgeoning enter-
prise to his silent partner for $1 and re-
turned to the recruiting office with his
separation slip. Turned down this time for
being too old to fly, he decided, instead, to
follow his love for the water and volunteer
for the Canadian Navy instead. He rose
quickly through the ranks, commanding
flotillas of motor torpedo boats—first in
the English Channel and later in the Adri-
atic and Aegean seas. Nicknamed the “Pi-
rate of the Adriatic,” he revolutionized
small boat warfare with his tactics, captur-
ing enemy ships and then using their cargo
to supply Tito’s partisans in Yugoslavia.
Captain Fuller returned home after the
war with three Distinguished Services
Crosses from King George IV and the
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added distinction of having served more
time in offensive action than any other en-
listed man in the Canadian Navy.

Fuller applied the same conquering spir-
it to his civilian life, buying back interest in
his fledgling construction company in
1946. Three years later he decided to get in-
volved in the real estate market, founding
Metcalfe Realty Company Limited with a
group of local businessmen. The company’s
first major development—the Metcalfe
Building—was Ottawa’s first modern high-
rise office building, a wondrous creation of
glass and aluminum spandrel. Fuller even-
tually bought out his partners and went on
to develop and operate more than two mil-
lion square feet of commercial, industrial
and rental properties in the region.

Always one to make his opinion known
on industry-related issues, Fuller became
vice-president of the Ontario region of the
Canadian Construction Association in
1961, president of the OCA in 1964, and
helped found the Building Owners and
Managers Association (BOMA). Over the
ensuing decades, he added two more enti-
ties to the Fuller Group—the construction
management company Fullercon Limited,
and the civil and heavy equipment con-
tractor Thomas G. Fuller & Sons Ltd.

Although Fuller spent the last few
years of his life sailing around the world
with his wife, he never fully retired from
the business he loved—remaining at the
helm of the Fuller Group until his death in
1994 at age 85. During his life, the Fuller
Group completed more than 600 major in-
dustrial, commercial and institutional pro-
jects in eastern Canada—from dams,
bridges and tunnels to hospitals, laborato-
ries, universities, museums, shopping cen-
tres, hotels and office buildings. Some of
the most notable include the Provincial
Government Buildings in Prince Edward
Island and Ottawa’s internationally-
renowned Heart Institute.

Today, Fuller’s wife Jeanne and their
sons Bill, Mark, Tony and Simon remain
integral players in the Fuller empire, but a
booming business isn’t the only legacy he
left behind. Each year, dozens of children
learn how to sail aboard a 100-foot brigan-
tine he built from an old tugboat—a gift
made in honour of his wish that all kids
have the opportunity to strengthen their
character through adventure, as he did
when he was growing up. “Dad believed
that anything was possible if you put your
mind to it,” says Bill.“And he spent his life
proving it.” |
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Audl'f JI'H'QVf?

Workers’ compensation
audits can be very unnerving.
Fortunately, CompSave
can help you both before
and after any audit.

We can also help with:
* payroll audits
* changes of ownership
* exemptions
» classification
rate changes
We can help you before with
a confidential review of all your
records prior to any Board audit.

Find out more about a complete
range of workers’ compensation
risk management services

we offer as Canada’s leading
experts in workplace health
and safety strategies.

K COMPSAVE

Workers’ compensation Strategies

We can be useful after
an audit by helping you
FECOVEr €XCess premiums.

E-mail: strategies@compsave.ca

Phone: 905-305-8900
800-387-0196

Fax: 905-305-8901
800-780-6024

We're all the insurance you need.

GEO. W.
' DRUMMOND

SITE DEVELOPMENT
CONTRACTORS

Excavating * Backfilling « Site Services * Road &
Parking Lot Construction * Demolition & Removal
Excavation & Removal of Contaminated Soils

PH: (613) 226-4440
FAX: (613) 226-5530

E-mail: admin@drummonds.com ¢ web:http:/www.drummonds.com

Sand ¢ Gravel * Crushed Stone * Topsoil * Fill
Heavy Equipment Rentals

L 30 Rideau Heights Drive, Nepean, Ontario K2E 7A6
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